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Minutes of Committee Meeting held on Tuesday 11th March 2008

Apologies from: Andrew Fletcher, Peggy Gibbon and John Kirkham.

Present:  Anne Pallett, Peter Beer, Rosemary Aitchison, Janice Gordon, Maura Castling, Maureen Hardingham, Diana Hillman, Androulla French, Stephen Frost.

Last meeting was a short gathering just before the Christmas shopping night.  No formal minutes were taken. Only four members were present. The Christmas shopping evening was not as successful as last year. The Chairman would like to extend her thanks to all those who helped and contributed.

The January/February meeting was held over due to the chairman’s absence for family reasons.

Update: Peter Beer reported briefly on developments during this period.

a) No runners were willing to travel to this year’s Eurofoulee. An email was sent to John Turner on 13th November 2007 which he forwarded to his runners, but no reply was received. Subsequent enquiries by Peter Beer were also unfounded. It was suggested we look for interested runners fairly soon for next year’s event – public notices as well as personal enquiries.
b)  No basketball team had been found, but AP was giving details to a new contact Stuart Warby at Ross Peers.

c) The junior football visit by a French team has been postponed; Steve Wills and the French are looking into autumn dates with a possible return visit by a Soham team next Spring.

d) A generous donation of £800 had been received from the Pumpkin Fair Committee. Peter Beer collected the cheque on behalf of  STA chairman and also sent a letter of thanks to the Pumpkin Fair chairman. This donation is to help finance some people who wish to travel to Andrezieux-Boutheon, who would ordinarily not be able to raise all the travel funds. This would be agreed by the committee.

e) An award of £100 was given by Bugden’s Community Chest.   These awards have helped our bank balance slightly but we will still need to find ways of raising more money.

f) The Theatre in Andrezieux hoped to invite the Comrades Band for a visit next Spring. Peter Beer is keeping in touch with the Band and will report on further developments.  A joint fund- raising was suggested to help finance the band because STA could not help financially because some 30 people would travel. 

Leaflets. About 600 colour leaflets had been printed with Dave Dawkins’ gift. Some of these would be placed in strategic sites, others given to interested people and visitors to events.  Our thanks again to Dave Dawkins for supporting us.
Viva Youth Theatre hope to take a production of “Les Miserables” to France next year. Discussions with Dan Schumann and Martine Crawford are ongoing, with ourselves being kept in the loop.

Italy. The Mayor of Chiusi (Andrezieux’s twin town in Tuscany) had invited the STA chairman and some of the committee to visit. Some concerns were raised that we might get too involved, but AP explained that it was a “friendship visit”, not a prelude to twinning.

No cost would fall on STA funds. Anyone wishing to go would pay their own travel costs (about £70-£80)
It was agreed that AP should reply cautiously and see whether an autumn date was offered.

French Market.  Androulla agreed to explore the possibilities. The point was raised about insurance for public liability. This would also be looked into.

Citizens’ visit to AB. Original dates of June/July/August were considered too soon and too expensive because of the summer holidays.  We should explore an autumn date, possibly around the time of the French Pumpkin Fair. It was agreed to try and do something for this year if possible.

Treasurer. John Kirkham is willing to carry on for a little while but would like someone else to take over on health grounds. There were no volunteers yet.

Guidance Note.  A Guidance Note to all potential exchangers was considered very desirable. It is important the committee is kept informed. Peter Beer and Anne Pallett are to draft a note for discussion at the next meeting.
French conversation. These informal classes would re-start soon and would hopefully be held monthly. It was agreed to meet at 15 Broad Piece at 7.30pm on Tuesday 1st April. Anyone is welcome.

Next Meeting: 7.30pm on Tuesday 8th April in the Pavilion.

